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Report summary
This report summarises the council’s investment in promoting cycling and improving air quality over
the last four years.
Lambeth has invested £55.5m in cycling and air quality improvement over the last four years – from
green screens, handing out diffusion tubes, bike hangars, cycle routes and safety improvements to
innovative, award winning projects to make sure the whole community can reap the benefits of
cycling.

Finance summary
None arising from this report.

Recommendations
1.

To note the contents of this report.
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1.

Context

1.1

Lambeth is committed to creating the conditions for more people to cycle in the borough and to also
make our air cleaner. Over the last four years there has been significant investment in a range of
programmes to promote more, safer cycling and also to improve air quality and to reduce exposure to
air pollution. This report summarises work in these areas, with examples of key projects.

2.

Proposal and Reasons

2.1

The following summarises the highlights of our delivery for cycling over the last four years.

2.2

2.3

£55M invested in cycling
Over the last four years Lambeth has invested £55 million pounds in cycling projects and projects with
direct benefits for people who cycle. From cycle routes, cycle parking, junction improvements and
speed reduction to cycle hire expansion, cycle training, road danger reduction and school cycling.
24Km of new cycle routes
Lambeth has been at the forefront of the Mayor’s Quietway programme with two new strategic cycle
routes serving the borough. Q5 runs from Waterloo to Norbury and Q7 runs from Elephant and Castle
to Crystal Palace. Much of Q5 has already been delivered and Q7 will be completed next year.
Measures implemented include road closures, speed reduction measures, junction improvements and
cycle lanes as well as new and improved crossing points and tree planting. We have also worked with
Transport for London (TfL) to deliver significant improvements to Cycle Superhighways 5 and 7.
Looking to the future we are developing a ‘healthy routes’ strategy to deliver cycle friendly streets in
neighbourhoods across the borough.

Figure 1: Cycle Superhighway 7 Oval

2.4

2.5

Safer Junctions
Many collisions involving cyclists happen at junctions. Working with TfL, significant changes to the road
layout with separate space for cyclists have been delivered in Stockwell, Kennington and Vauxhall. The
next few years will see the transformation of the Vauxhall Gyratory, Waterloo IMAX roundabout,
Westminster Bridge Road and Tulse Hill among other locations where space for cycling is being
prioritised.
Forty Five 2-way cycling schemes
Allowing two-way cycling in one-way streets improves local access for people who cycle, reduces
journey distances and times and opens up more route choices. 45 streets in Lambeth have already
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been converted as part of our rolling programme and our ambition is to make every street accessible
by bike.

Figure 2: Vauxhall Street contra flow cycling

2.6

2.7

200 Bike Hangars
Having somewhere secure and convenient to store your bike is a key factor in making cycling attractive
to more people. Lambeth pioneered the ‘bike hangar’ – secure on-street cycle parking – and this is now
being copied across London. There are now almost 200 bike hangars in Lambeth, with more to come
in 2018.

Thousands of cycle parking spaces in new developments
We have secured thousands of cycle parking spaces in new
developments. For example the Sainsbury’s development on
Wandsworth Road delivered 882 spaces alone. The Your New
Town Hall scheme provides a state of the art Bike Hub to
encourage council staff to choose cycling.
Figure 3: Lambeth Bike Hangars

2.8

Housing Estates
As well as installing lockers, hangars and converting buildings into bike sheds on our estates we have
delivered innovative training programmes to get people cycling and find routes into employment though
skills training.

Figure 44: Bike Lockers

Figure 5: Estate Bike Hubs
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2.9

Santander Cycle Hire Brixton
The popularity of the Santander Cycle Hire Scheme
continues to increase. As well as the provision of
new docking stations in the existing area, the
scheme has recently been extended to Brixton with
the introduction of 7 new docking stations in and
around the town centre. Officers are exploring how
the benefits of cycle hire, including electric bikes,
can be brought to the rest of the borough.
Figure 5: Santander Bikes Brixton

3,000 Skilled Cyclists
2.10 Improved infrastructure is not enough in itself to get more
people on bikes. Lambeth is No. 1 in London for cycle
training. We offer a range of ways of increasing cycling
skills, with something for everyone. From family cycle
training to advanced commuter training and from specialist
SEN schools training to balance bike training and
everything in between. In the last 4 years we have trained
7,330 school children as part of the Bikeability programme
and 6,055 adults in group and individual sessions.
Figure 6: Cycle Training Courses

50,000 attendees at our events
2.11 Lambeth promotes cycling throughout the year at a wide range of events from Bike Week and Car Free
Day to the Lambeth Country Show. We estimate that 50,000 people have enjoyed the active travel
related activities on offer at these events.

Figure 7: Festive Lights Ride

Figure 8: Car Free Day

6,000 Bikes Fixed
2.12 We have fixed over 6,000 bikes as part of our ‘Dr Bike’
maintenance programme - Keeping people safe and
continuously cycling.
Figure 10: Dr Bike
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Twice as Many Children Cycling to School
2.13 We work with schools across the borough to promote active travel and reduce trips by car through
the School Travel Plan programme. The level of cycling among primary school children has risen
significantly over the last 10 years with an average across the borough of around 6% of children now
cycling to school. In 2017 the school with highest level of cycling, Macaulay C of E Primary, recorded
26% of children coming to school by bike.
Cycling for Everyone
2.14 We run a number of targeted projects to make sure the
benefits of cycling can be shared by everyone. We now
have two established estate cycle hubs, one at the
Remakery in Camberwell and one on the Loughborough
Estate, where we offer training opportunities for local
people. We also work with older people, people suffering
from dementia and care providers as part of our award
winning Silver Cycling and Positive Spin programmes.
We run targeted programmes for parents and carers as
well as family cycling courses. We work in partnership
with Wheel for Wellbeing to deliver inclusive group rides
such as the Festive Lights Ride.

Figure 9: Positive Spin

732 Bikes for Kids
2.15 Our Bike Markets enable children and
parents to get old disused bikes
refurbished so they can be offered to
other families. The project has
processed 732 bikes, many of which
have gone to children from deprived
areas to allow them to take part in
Bikeability cycle trainiang in school.
Figure 10: Bike Markets

Excellence in Cycling
2.16 Winner of Excellence in Cycling and Walking at the London
Transport Awards 2017 for Silver Cycling/Positive Spin. Highly
Commended in Most Innovative Transport Project category at the
London Transport Awards 2015 for Lambeth Estates Projects.
Shortlisted for Excellence in Cycling and Walking at the London
Transport Awards 2018 for Toddler Bike Markets/Learn to Ride.

Figure 11: Silver Cycling

Ambitious Plans
2.17 Lambeth’s forthcoming Transport Strategy will set out a clear vision for the future, with walking,
cycling and ‘healthy streets’ at the core of this. Lambeth has tremendous potential for more cycling
in particular and the Strategy will identify what needs to happen to realise this. The Strategy will plan
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for healthy routes and neighbourhoods, with less traffic, better air quality and more walking and
cycling, focussing on key locations, such as schools and town centres.
Borough-wide 20mph
2.18 Reducing traffic speeds improves safety and makes cycling more attractive to more people.
2.19 Following the introduction of the borough wide 20mph speed
limit traffic speeds have fallen and we are working to ensure
all our roads comply with additional traffic calming. 20mph
limits have also been introduced on red routes in Brixton and
Clapham and we continue to lobby TfL to reduce speed limits
on all the roads they control, particularly those that pass
through our town centres. Averaged across all locations,
drivers were found to be driving at an average of 0.8mph
slower than they did before the 20mph limit was
introduced. Average speeds were lower on 410 roads.

Speed Reductions
Nr of locations where average speeds were below 20mph
Nr of locations where average speeds were below 24mph
(see note)
Nr of locations where average speeds exceeded 24mph
(see note)

Before the
20mph speed
limit was
introduced

After the 20mph
speed limit was
introduced

362

430

534

602

74

54

2.20 We are continuing to invest in new road humps and trees to narrow the road to achieve selfenforcement. Since the 20mph speed limit was introduced the Council has allocated £540,000 to
this task.
2.21 The following summarises the highlights of our delivery for air quality over the last four years.
Cleaner Air Borough Status
2.22 Lambeth achieved Cleaner Air Borough (CAB) status in 2015, which it
maintained in 2016 and 2017. In our 2016 CAB letter we received a special
commendation from the GLA congratulating us on our work to improve air
quality in the borough.
2017-2022 Air Quality Action Plan
2.23 Our 2017-2022 Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) was written and approved at
Cabinet in May 2017. Lambeth received a letter from Shirley Rodrigues,
Deputy Mayor for Environment and Energy, congratulating us on our ambitious
plan and the amount of good work already done in recent years to reduce air
pollution in the borough.

St Helen’s Green Screen and St Anne’s Living Wall
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2.24 To help reduce exposure to poor air quality we built a green screen at St Helen’s School, Brixton at
a cost of £15,000 in June 2017. In partnership with TfL and University College London we are
currently building a living wall at St Anne’s School, Vauxhall; our contribution to the project is
£14,000.

Love Lambeth Air Project
2.25 In both 2016/17 and 2017/18 we provided citizens with diffusion
tubes to monitor air quality at home or work at a total cost of £8,000.
In 2017/18 we have given out 92 tubes each month and we are
working with local estates and nurseries

Information Packs
2.26 In 2017 we wrote a leaflet available on our website for citizens in the borough who suffer from heart
and lung conditions to help reduce their exposure to poor air quality at a cost of £1,000. Also in 2017
we provided all Business Improvement Districts with an information pack for their members to show
how they can help reduce emissions in the borough, again at a cost of £1,000.

Lambeth Clean Air Week
2.27 We held the first ever Lambeth Clean Air Week in June 2017 and
will be doing the same in June 2018 to coincide with National Clean
Air Day on 21 June.

A23 Low Emission Bus Zone
2.28 The A23 from St Leonards in Streatham to Brixton Town Centre
is an Air Quality Focus Area. Following a campaign by Lambeth,
this site became a Low Emission Bus Zone in December 2017,
which means only the cleanest buses in the fleet are now allowed
to drive in this area.
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#Better Air
2.29 As part of Lambeth Clean Air Week 2017 we launched the #BetterAir campaign for Lambeth citizens
to make a pledge to change their behaviour to help improve air quality, such as walking instead of
driving to their local shops.
Anti-Idling Campaign
2.30 Through the Mayor’s Air Quality Fund, Lambeth is part of idlingaction.london with 15 other London
boroughs. Since April 2015 Lambeth has held numerous anti-idling events at schools and around
our town centres.

Air Quality Action Plan Steering Group
2.31 In order to ensure Lambeth delivers its promises made in our 2017-2022 Air Quality Action Plan, we
have created a steering group which meets quarterly. The group consists of local residents,
campaign groups and representatives from Business Improvement Districts, such as Brixton, and
the NHS. Each quarter council officers update the steering group on progress at delivering the Air
Quality Action Plan.
Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
2.32 The Council has ambitious plans to promote low and zero emissions
vehicles by securing the infrastructure to support this. The first
tranche of new, stand-alone electric vehicle charging points in the
borough will be delivered from March 2018 following the
appointment of Charge Your Car to provide this service. This
contract will deliver charging for approximately 30 electric vehicles,
with fast charge points to be located across the borough at strategic
locations, including in car club bays. Fast charge points can charge an EV in approximately 3-4
hours. This represents an investment of £200,000. In addition to this we have secured a further
£325,000 to install additional charge points in 18/19. Beyond this we will seek further funding so that
over the next 4 years we can continue to install electric vehicle charging points in Lambeth. This
number is expected to be sufficient to meet expected demand over that period. Working with TfL,
we have also identified 10 locations for Rapid charge points in Lambeth. Rapid charge points can
charge an EV in approximately 30 minutes.
2.33 The council has also has conducted a successful trial of 21 lamp column charging points. Lamp
column charge points have a lower power output and therefore take longer to charge an EV, but
have the advantages of being lower cost to implement and having less impact in terms of street
clutter. The lamp column option is well suited to residential areas and we plan to extend this offer
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from the current trial locations to locations across the borough as part of the above offer, subject to
agreement with our street lighting provider.
LED Lighting
2.34 Street lights in the London Borough of Lambeth have been replaced with energy efficient LED
(Light Emitting Diode) bulbs. The LED street lights have helped to reduce ener gy use in
Lambeth, and therefore lowered emissions of CO 2 in the borough and also resulted in lower
energy bills.
Ultra-Low Emission Zone
2.35 From November 2017 to February 2018, the Mayor of London consulted on whether the Ultra-Low
Emission Zone (ULEZ) should be extended. In its response to this consultation, Lambeth has called
for ULEZ to be extended to the M25.

Trees
2.36 Since 2009 more than 3,000 additional trees have
been planted in Lambeth, which helps to improve air
quality, reduce noise and store CO2.

3.
Finance
3.1 There are no financial implications from this report.

4.

Legal and Democracy

4.1

Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 provides the Council with the power to do anything that individuals
generally may do. This power extends to doing things that an individual may do which are unlike
anything that the Council currently, or public bodies do. The Council may exercise this power for the
benefit of the authority, its area, or persons resident or present in its area.

4.2

Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 provides powers for a local authority to do anything
whether or not involving the expenditure, which is calculated to facilitate, or is conducive or incidental
to, the discharge of any of their functions.

4.3

There were no further comments from Democratic Services.

5.

Consultation and co-production

5.1

There are no consultation or co-production implications from this report.

6.

Risk management

6.1

Not applicable.
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7.

Equalities impact assessment

7.1

Not applicable.

8.

Community safety

8.1

Not applicable.

9.

Organisational implications

9.1

Health
The achievements outlined in the paper are an important contribution to the Health and Wellbeing
Strategy which identifies a “Health in all Policies” approach to improving health. Cycling as a form of
active transport has health benefits as well contributing to improved air quality and noise reduction
where it is used instead of privately owned vehicles.
Preventing and mitigating the health impact of outdoor air quality requires both reduction of the
emission as well as mitigating against the exposure to current emissions. The AQAP has been
targeting both aspects bringing stakeholders working together and making air quality everybody’s
business. Air pollution has less impact on health of people living with long term conditions when their
conditions (heart and/or respiratory diseases) are well controlled especially when there are peaks of
pollution. To achieve a sustainable reduction of emission, raising awareness is critical. , there has
been considerable progress among citizen and stakeholders ‘ awareness of the importance of air
quality for health and wellbeing as demonstrated by the attendance at the citizen steering group,
the primary school engagement in improving air quality around and in the schools, and the on-going
discussion with primary care services.
Improving control of cardiovascular and respiratory conditions, and increased awareness are all
indicators of progress towards reducing health impact of air pollution.
Air pollution especially particulates contributes to the risk of dying earlier. The mortality burden on
adults associated with long-term exposure to anthropogenic particulate air pollution has been
decreasing in Lambeth.
Our work regarding air quality and cycling fits in with the Mayor’s draft Transport and Environment
Strategies, and also with Healthy Streets.

10. Timetable for implementation
10.1 Not applicable.
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